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of skyrocketing energy costs, it’s once
again time to look at alternative
sources to combat this problem.

China has plans to build 40 nuclear
power plants in the next 15 years, in-
vesting approximately $50 billion in
these reactors.

The United States has not licensed a
nuclear power plant in 30 years, while
the current congressional leadership
refuses to even consider the notion of
nuclear power as a viable alternative
energy source.

Of course we don’t have to leave my
home State of Ohio to find additional
ways to increase domestic energy pro-
duction. In northwest Ohio, alternative
energy is abundant with the only wind
turbines in the State, solar panel pro-
duction, and coal liquefaction tech-
nology all adding to our energy produc-
tion.

Whether we look at other countries,
or in our own backyard, we must em-
brace alternative energy sources as one
way to reduce our dependency on Mid-
dle Eastern o0il and combat sky-
rocketing energy prices.

——————

HOUSING FORECLOSURE CRISIS

(Ms. KAPTUR asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. KAPTUR. Madam Speaker, Fed-
eral Chairman Ben Bernanke says Con-
gress should do more to address the
housing foreclosure crisis. I agree.

However, let me respectfully suggest
to the Fed Chairman that he, too, can
do much more to help. Let him use his
considerable power to bring to the
table the very big banks that aren’t
coming to do foreclosure workouts at
the local level. They just happen to be
the firms the Fed has been rewarding
handsomely by injecting billions and
billions of dollars to rescue them. You
know the names: Citigroup, J.P. Mor-
gan Chase, Bank of America, Wachovia.

Firms like Countrywide don’t even
show up when borrowers at the local
level try to renegotiate their loans.
Yet, the Federal Reserve has been re-
warding them by putting them on their
list of select primary dealers. Fancy
that.

So, Mr. Bernanke, let me help you
out. Here’s a list of the firms you can
invite right now. They’re not respond-
ing to Ohioans witnessing foreclosure:
Countrywide, Chase Mortgage,
Citifinancial, GMAC, HSBC, Sovereign
Bank, Indy Mac Bank, Popular Mort-
gage, Nova Star, Saxon Mortgage Serv-
ices, Option One Mortgage, EMC Mort-
gage, ASC Servicing, HomeEq,
Wilshire, Nationstar, Equifirst, Litton
Loan, Flagstar.

Let’s be honest. These mega firms
are holding the levers of power over
our homeowners. It’s time the scales of
justice had balance restored on behalf
of our people.
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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to address their re-
marks to the Chair.

———

HOUSTON POLICE OFFICER
RODNEY JOHNSON

(Mr. POE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. POE. Madam Speaker, Houston
Police Officer Rodney Johnson was the
best of the best, but he was killed by
the worst of the worst.

An illegal outlaw from Mexico, Juan
Leonardo Quintero-Perez, shot Officer
Johnson four times in the back of the
head after a routine traffic stop. Offi-
cer Johnson would still be alive today,
enjoying time with his five children
and his wife, Joslyn, a fellow Houston
police officer, if our border was pro-
tected.

This lawless trespasser had already
been deported for indecency with a
child in 1998, but he sneaked across the
border again to continue his crime
spree. After coming to Houston,
Quintero finally confessed to mur-
dering one of Houston’s finest.

Today, Quintero is on trial for cap-
ital murder in Houston, but the Mexi-
can government, rather than pay res-
titution to the Johnson family, is pay-
ing for the battery of defense lawyers
representing this cold-blooded cop Kkill-
er.

Mexico is meddling in the U.S. court
system, but Juan Quintero cannot miss
his judgment day and his day with his
Maker, because justice is what we do in
America, even if the Mexican govern-
ment doesn’t like it.

And that’s just the way it is.

BUILDING A BETTER NATION

(Mr. KAGEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. KAGEN. Madam Speaker, last
week the Labor Department reported
that for the fourth month in a row our
jobs are going south. We are losing
more jobs, even as the middle class is
struggling just to keep their heads
above water.

We’re in this mess because the Bush
administration and its followers have
failed to establish a fiscally responsible
budget policy and are continuing to
borrow and spend our Nation into the
poor house.

In response to this downturn, Demo-
crats are taking action. Today, we’re
holding an economic summit to deter-
mine how best to restore our ailing
economy. Also this week we’re going to
begin to put together a second eco-
nomic recovery effort directed at re-
building America’s infrastructure, first
by enacting a housing package to help
establish the floor in the housing mar-
ket, and then we intend to invest in
higher wage construction jobs that will
stimulate local economies nationwide.
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I hope my colleagues in both parties
will join us in this effort to build a bet-
ter Nation here at home and that, fur-
thermore, the President will under-
stand how important this is and sign
the bill we intend to enact.

———

WASTE TO ENERGY

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PITTS. Madam Speaker, yester-
day I visited a waste-to-energy facility
in Lancaster County, Pennsylvania,
and concluded, once again, Lancaster
County gets it right.

This facility is a great example of the
kind of ingenuity that we need to put
America on a path toward energy inde-
pendence, and it is disposing of waste
at the same time. The plant burns solid
waste at very hot temperatures, using
the heat to turn water into steam
which is used to turn a turbine and cre-
ate electricity.

Ninety percent of that electricity is
sold to the local electric utility. Met-
als, glass and plastics are recycled out
in the process.

This process is saving pollution from
ending up in the Chesapeake Bay. It’s
saving land by reducing the need for
landfills, and it’s creating clean energy
in the process.

One ton of solid waste has the energy
equivalent of 1 barrel of oil. Last year,
over 342,000 tons of waste were proc-
essed at the facility, and I'm told that
something like 30,000 tons of trash a
day is trucked out of New York City to
landfills.

Maybe our State and community
leaders should take a cue from the peo-
ple of Lancaster County as we search
for more energy to meet our needs.

——

RECORD HIGH GAS PRICES
REQUIRE ACTION, NOT BLAME

(Mr. BRALEY of Iowa asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. BRALEY of Iowa. Madam Speak-
er, the price of gasoline is now aver-
aging over $3.60 a gallon. House Demo-
crats are working to provide some re-
lief, but we face stiff opposition from
the White House and congressional Re-
publicans who have opposed every sin-
gle energy bill that we have brought to
the floor this year. When it comes to
energy, the GOP doesn’t want to work
with us. They simply want to say ‘‘no.”

When Democrats voted to repeal un-
necessary subsidies to big oil compa-
nies so we could instead invest in
clean, renewable energy, Republicans
overwhelmingly voted ‘‘no.” It didn’t
matter that the legislation would re-
duce our dependence on foreign oil,
lower prices at the pump and create
new, green jobs. They still preferred
the status quo.

When Democrats passed the Energy
Price Gouging Act to punish those who
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take advantage of these record prices
by increasing them even further, Re-
publicans overwhelmingly voted ‘“‘no.”

Madam Speaker, Democrats under-
stand the hardship that families are
facing every time they go to the gas
station, and that is why we’ve passed
six bills that would provide real relief
to consumers.

It’s time Republicans realized that
“‘no”’ is not an energy strategy.

————
O 1230

KYLA BASS

(Mr. DAVIS of Kentucky asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. DAVIS of Kentucky. Madam
Speaker, I rise to recognize Ms. Kyla
Bass of Florence, Kentucky. On Feb-
ruary 13, 2008, Kyla distinguished her-
self when her father, Patrick Bass, a
Desert Storm veteran, suffered a sei-
zure.

In a display of courage, maturity and
composure that far exceeded her 10
years of age, Kyla responded to the
emergency quickly and effectively. She
administered first aid and then called
her mother and grandfather, while si-
multaneously caring for her younger
brother and two cousins who were at
home at the time of the emergency.

Kyla attributes her quick thinking
and first aid proficiency to the skills
she learned in American Heritage Girls
Troop KY0727. American Heritage Girls
is dedicated to developing young
women through service to God, family,
community and country.

In recognition of Kyla’s heroism,
American Heritage Girls has created
the Angel Among Us award, which Kyla
will receive during the regional awards
ceremony on May 16. Her self-control
during this event is impressive. Kyla,
we’re proud of you. Madam Speaker I
ask you to join me in commending
Kyla Bass for her outstanding actions
and character.

———
“MISSION ACCOMPLISHED?

(Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend her remarks.)

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. May 1,
just last Thursday, was the fifth anni-
versary of the famous words, ‘‘Mission
Accomplished.”” What a tragedy, when
April was the most deadliest month in
Iraq that we have seen in a number of
months.

Madam Speaker, I rise today to ask
the administration to recognize that
this unending war must end. And in the
backdrop of a newspaper article that
suggests that the administration is
looking at a $500 million development
of hotels and restaurants and amuse-
ment parks in Baghdad, I ask the ad-
ministration, do they get it? That’s
why it’s important for us to support an
amendment in the emergency supple-
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mental that says we will bring our
troops home with honor. This will go
into effect one month after this legisla-
tion is passed.

Seven months, deadliest, April,
troops dying. This kind of war cannot
be an unending war. And so we refuse
to give more blank checks to Iraq. We
thank our soldiers on the front lines of
Iraq and Afghanistan, the war we
should win. Bring our troops home with
honor. Vote for this amendment. And
let’s not focus on a $500 million devel-
opment of hotels and restaurants in
Irag—what are we thinking about?—
Let’s bring the troops home!

———

AS JOB LOSSES CONTINUE IN
APRIL, DEMOCRATS CONTINUE
TO WORK TO STIMULATE THE
ECONOMY

(Mr. PALLONE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. PALLONE. Madam Speaker, as
the first quarter of 2008 ended, it was
clear that things are not getting any
better for American families struggling
to make ends meet. Americans con-
tinue to face higher costs for basic ne-
cessities, millions of families have lost
their homes due to the troubled real es-
tate market, and several million more
Americans are uninsured.

Last week, we also learned that April
was the fourth month in a row that our
economy lost jobs. With 20,000 jobs lost
last month, our economy has now shed
260,000 jobs so far this year. That’s par-
ticularly troublesome considering that
experts say the economy must create
150,000 jobs a month just to keep up
with the number of Americans entering
the job market.

All of these red flags show why it is
so important that we worked together
in a bipartisan fashion earlier this year
to pass the economic stimulus package.
As a result of that action, 150 million
taxpayers began receiving rebate
checks last week. That was a good
start, but more needs to be done.

Madam Speaker, with so many Amer-
icans struggling and the bad economic
news continuing to mount, we urge the
President and the Republicans to join
us to pass a second economic stimulus
package.

———
MOTION TO ADJOURN

Mr. WALSH of New York. Madam
Speaker, I move that the House do now
adjourn.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion to adjourn.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the noes appeared to have it.

Mr. WALSH of New York. Madam
Speaker, on that I demand the yeas
and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, this 15-
minute vote on the motion to adjourn
will be followed by 5-minute votes on
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approval of the Journal; and the mo-
tion to instruct on H.R. 2419 offered by
the gentleman from Wisconsin (Mr.
RYAN).

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 152, nays
2565, not voting 24, as follows:

[Roll No. 245]

YEAS—152
Aderholt Gilchrest Petri
AKkin Gingrey Pickering
Alexander Goode Pitts
Bachmann Goodlatte Porter
Bachus Granger Price (GA)
Barrett (SC) Graves Putnam
Bartlett (MD) Hall .<TX> Regula
Bfarton (TX) Hastings (WA) Rehberg
B;ggert Hayes Reichert
Bilbray Heller Renzi
Bilirakis Hensarling Reynolds
Bishop (UT) Herger Rogers (AL)
Blackburn Hobson Rogers (KY)
Blunt Hoekstra
Boehner Hunter Rogers (M)
Bonner Inglis (SC) Rohrabacher
Boozman Tssa, Ros-Lehtinen
Boustany Johnson (IL) Roskam
Broun (GA) Johnson, Sam Royce
Calvert Keller Ryan (WD)
Cannon King (IA) Schmidt
Cantor King (NY) Sensenbrenner
Capito Kline (MN) Sessions
Carter Knollenberg Shadegg
Castle LaHood Shays
Chabot Lamborn Shea-Porter
Crenshaw Latham Shimkus
Cubin LaTourette Shuster
Culberson Latta Simpson
Davis (KY) Lewis (CA) Smith (NE)
Dav?s, David Lewis (KY) Smith (TX)
Davis, Tom Lucas A Souder
Deal (GA) Lungren, Daniel Tancredo
D?nt E. Thornberry
Diaz-Balart, L. Marchant Tiahrt
Diaz-Balart, M. McCarthy (CA) Turner
Doolittle McCaul (TX)
Upton
Drake McCrery Walbere
Duncan McKeon =
Emerson McMorris Walden (OR)
English (PA) Rodgers Walsh (NY)
Fallin Mica Wamp
Feeney Miller (FL) Weldon (FL)
Flake Miller (MI) Weller
Forbes Miller, Gary Westmoreland
Fossella Musgrave Whitfield (KY)
Foxx Myrick Wilson (NM)
Franks (AZ) Neugebauer Wilson (SC)
Frelinghuysen Nunes Wittman (VA)
Gallegly Paul Wolf
Garrett (NJ) Pearce Young (AK)
Gerlach Pence Young (FL)
NAYS—255

Abercrombie Capuano Doyle
Ackerman Cardoza Dreier
Allen Carnahan Edwards
Altmire Carney Ehlers
Arcuri Castor Ellison
Baca Chandler Ellsworth
Baldwin Clarke Emanuel
Barrow Clay Engel
Bean Cleaver Eshoo
Becerra Clyburn Etheridge
Berkley Coble Everett
Berman Cohen Farr
Berry Cole (OK) Fattah
Bishop (GA) Conaway Filner
Bishop (NY) Conyers Fortenberry
Blumenauer Cooper Foster
Bono Mack Costa Frank (MA)
Boren Costello Giffords
Boswell Courtney Gillibrand
Boucher Crowley Gohmert
Boyd (FL) Cuellar Gonzalez
Boyda (KS) Cummings Gordon
Brady (PA) Davis (AL) Green, Al
Brady (TX) Davis (CA) Green, Gene
Braley (IA) Davis (IL) Grijalva
Brown (SC) Davis, Lincoln Gutierrez
Brown, Corrine DeFazio Hall (NY)
Brown-Waite, DeGette Hare

Ginny Delahunt Harman
Buchanan DeLauro Hastings (FL)
Burgess Dicks Herseth Sandlin
Buyer Doggett Higgins
Capps Donnelly Hill
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